
( D’Var Torah continued) 
 

 One has to assume that Yaakov understood that everything was 

coming from Hashem and if Hashem wanted to make Yosef the king 

- He can. If Yaakov truly understood and believed this why should 

there be a complaint on him if he said something which he didn't 

mean literally? 

 To answer this we must say that although Yaakov did under-

stand and believe Hashem was able to make Yosef into a king, how-

ever at that moment there was a small, infinitesimal amount of a lack 

in Emunah in the deep recesses of his heart. This is why Yaakov did-

n't see the goodness of Hashem which is something he should have 

been able to notice even in the bleakest of times. The Rabeinu Yonah 

comments that this doesn't only apply to Yaakov, but rather anyone 

who has full belief in Hashem has the ability to have hope during the 

most trying times. 

 During the days of Chanukah we commemorate the miracu-

lous victory of the Chashmonaim. These were people who had faith 

and trust in Hashem to fight against the physical and spiritual op-

pressions of the mighty Greek army. As we light our Chanukah can-

dles we should think of the love and care Hashem has for us individ-

ually and as a nation. No matter how ominous the situation may 

seem, Hashem has the ability to save us and turn anything into the 

best of situations. 

 May we all be zoche to see and deeply understand all the good 

which has Hashem has done and continues to do for us. 

      Shabbat Shalom! 
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D’var Torah 
 

]מג:ו[ ויאמר ישראל למה הרעתם לי  
And Yisroel said “Why did you treat me with evil, to tell the man that you had 

another brother” (43:6) 
 

 Yaakov Avinu was possibly at the most challenging point of his 

life. Yaakov was still in pain about the “death” of Yosef, Shimon was 

captive in Mitzrayim, the food supply in his house was dwindling, and 

the viceroy of Mitzrayim wanted to meet Binyamin - a dangerous 

proposition considering the viceroy locked up Shimon! It was at this 

moment Yaakov said to his sons - ”למה הרעתם לי“  (why do you treat me 

in a bad way?). The Midrash says that at that time Hashem said in re-

sponse “I am working on making your son the ruler of Mitzrayim and 

you say why did you treat me with evil?”! 

 The commentators of this Midrash argue about what was the 

mistake of Yaakov that Hashem was pointing out. The Yefei To’ar ex-

plains that Yaakov should not have said the situation was “bad” being 

that nothing bad comes from Hashem. The  Maharzu explains that the 

mistake was that Yaakov said הרעתם - “you did bad” which was 

referring to his sons. Yaakov should have directed his complaint to-

wards Hashem being that everything comes from Hashem. 

 It seems from the Maharzu that the mistake of Yaakov was that 

he was not extra careful with his wordings.  (Continued on back) 
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Yeshiva News 

This past Wednesday night the Yeshivah held our annual 

Chanukah Chagiga. Parents and Talmidim came and enjoyed 

the food, D'Var Torah, music, and dancing. A special thank 

you to Rabbi Horowitz for being our guest speaker. And a 

hearty thank you to Mrs. Schwartz our PTA President, the 

PTA, Mrs. Tabrikian, and Mrs. David for making all the ar-

rangements. 

Our yearly raffle campaign is 

now underway. The Grand Prize is 

$25,000.00. Each entry has a 

chance of winning  the Grand 

Prize and more than another 25 

great prizes. Don’t miss this op-

portunity to help support our 

Yeshiva! 


